
ACDP Convention

Ashe County Courthouse


March 30, 2019


Ralph Sorrell, Chair, called the Meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. with 30 members present.


Invocation by Roy Carter who also led the Pledge of Allegiance.


Ralph S. read a message from Wayne Goodwin, NCDP Chair.


Dianne Little, who ran for NC House District 94, was the Key Note Speaker.  She spoke about 
various new Bills in the works and Republican efforts to support Charter and religious based 
schools to the detriment of NC Public Schools. Her message - What can one person do?  Step 
up, get involved and keep informed.  If you don’t who will?  Be Brave Enough to Say Enough!


LeVonda Clouse, Treasurer ACDP and former educator, pointed out there are no longer 
incentives in public education for obtaining Master’s Degrees or National Certification.  She 
also mentioned that she believes teachers should NOT have guns in our schools. 


Ray Russell was unable to attend the Ashe County Convention as he was the key note speaker 
at the Caldwell County Convention.  However, Alan Briggs spoke on his behalf.  Ray has been 
working hard as a champion for early childhood education, Medicaid expansion, further health 
insurance for the self-employed, enabling student ID cards to be used as voter ID cards, non-
partisan redistricting, and transparency in government.  Locally, he is working with Skyline to 
expand broadband, trying to get flexibility for school calendars, and planning to open an office 
in Jefferson soon.


Jim Lewis spoke for Cal Cunningham who is a candidate for NC Lt. Governor and wants to 
leave the world a better place.  


Election of County Officers

Ralph S. began the election of county officers by reminding each attendee to please state his/
her name when making or seconding a motion.

Members of the Nominating Committee were Richard Blackburn, Frances Goodhart, and Don 
Goodhart.  Don G. read the slate of candidates.

Chair, Ralph Sorrell

1st Vice Chair, Polly Jones

2nd Vice Chair, Roy Carter

3rd Vice Chair, Joe Cox

Secretary, Nancy Yamashita

Treasurer, LeVonda Clouse


Ralph S. opened the floor for any additional nominations.  There were none.  Roy Carter made 
a motion to accept the Slate of Candidates as read.  Bob Krupkin seconded the motion and 
the motion passed by a show of hands.


Nominations for State Executive Committee Delegates were Ralph Sorrell and Melba Jones.  
Ralph S. asked for any additional nominations.  There were none.  Jodie Feimster made a 
motion we accept Ralph S. and Melba J. as Delegates.  Karen Gross seconded the motion and 
the motion passed by a show of hands.




Nominations for The 5th Congressional District Executive Committee were Ralph Sorrell and 
Polly Jones.  Roy Carter made a motion to accept Ralph and Polly to serve on that committee 
and Bob Krupkin seconded the motion.  The motion passed by a show of hands.


The 5th District Convention

The 5th District Convention will be held on April 27th in Dobson NC, Surry County.  Breakfast 
starts at 9:30 a.m. and registration closes at 11:00 a.m..  Jodie F. needs someone to help with 
registration.  Our county is responsible to bringing either potato salad, pasta salad, or bean 
salad to feed 80.  All food must be vegetarian.  Steve Panella, Chilton Rogers, and Nancy 
Yamashita volunteered to provide the needed food.

Those scheduled to attend the convention are:

Ralph Sorrell

Beth Sorrell

Steve Panella

Carolyn Weckstrom

Chilton Rogers

Jodie Feimster

Joe Cox 

Roy Carter

Bob Krupkin

Don Greene

LeVonda Clouse

Laura Lawson

Polly Jones

Ralph Jones


Old Business

Minutes from the February 26th Meeting were reviewed.  There was one correction.  The 
minutes incorrectly stated the ACDP Convention would start at 2 p.m. when, in fact, the 
Convention was scheduled to start at 10:00 a.m..  Bob Krupkin made a motion to accept the 
minutes as corrected.  Don Goodhart seconded the motion and the corrected minutes were 
accepted by acclamation.


LeVonda Clouse, Treasurer, reported a balance of $732.40.


The FDR Dinner will be held at the Senior Center, April 13th, at 6:00 p.m..  Pam Cole will cater 
the event for $12.50 per plate.  LeVonda C. has tickets to sell for $20 each.  Tickets may be 
purchased at the door but we need a fairly accurate head count beforehand for the caterer.  
The Key Note Speaker for the evening is Matt Hughes, NCDP 2nd Vice Chair.


New Business

Keep Ashe Beautiful is organizing a county-wide trash pick-up on May 4th.  The ACDP will use 
that as an opportunity to clean its designated section of Hwy.  Elsie Hall is the contact person 
for the ACDP volunteers.  Her cell # is 336 385 0550 email is elsiehall08@gmail.com.   Please 
contact her to add your name to the list.  Volunteers at this point are as follows:

Nancy Yamashita

Mike Yakel

Steve Panella

Carolyn Weckstrom

Bob Krupkin

Beth Sorrell

Ralph Sorrell

Laura Lawson

Deaett Roten


mailto:elsiehall08@gmail.com


The Summer State Executive Committee is scheduled for June 8th in Raleigh in conjunction 
with the Unity Dinner.


Linda Canata has volunteered to help organize a Young Democrats’ Club. There was 
discussion on how the ACDP could support such an effort.  


Clyde and Eva Ingle shared their efforts to promote the democratic agenda in Wilkes County 
through letters to the editor.  


Bob Krupkin spoke about the need to expand our democratic tent to include more students, 
Hispanics, and African Americans.


Roy Carter spoke about outreach and the work on behalf of the homeless in Boone, which also 
serves the homeless in Ashe County.   Roy’s son, Todd, is involved with that group and might  
speak at a regular ACDP meeting.


There being no further business Ralph called for a motion to dismiss.  Don Greene made that 
motion and Laura Lawson seconded it.  The meeting adjourned at 11:53a.m..


   


 



